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PLAYFULLY GREEN FUTURES:  
PLANNING NATURAL PLAYGROUNDS IN CANADA 



Where was your favourite place to play? 
WHAT WAS YOUR CHILDHOOD LIKE? 











A playground that has been deliberately designed to mimic the natural 
environment as closely as possible. 

NATURAL PLAYSCAPE = 





VISION 



GUIDING PRINCIPLES 



DESIGN GUIDELINES 



1: HOLISTIC CHILD DEVELOPMENT 



2: ANIMATION ZONES 



3: MATERIALS 



4: CONNECTIVITY & MOVEMENT 



5: SAFETY & SECURITY 



6: LOCAL CONTEXT 



7: COST, MAINTENANCE &  
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 







“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 
Nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” 

– Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax  



THANK YOU 
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